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LETTER OP TRANSMFtTAL 



Decehbbb 31, 1914. 

BoBorablc ganufl M. Baliitaa, Oo'efiior: 

Dear Sir — I herewith present to you the second annual report 
of the work of the department over which I have the honor to 
preside. 

In accordance with the plan followed in the report of 1913 this 
aumraary will be found to be the combined records of the activities 
of the three divisions of ray department. The head of each divi- 
sion has been given an opportunity to review completely, but 
briefly, accomplishment of the past year. The financial statement 
is closed at the end of the fiscal year on September 30, 1914. The 
report in general is for the calendar year ending December 31, 1914. 

This department, at the end of the stcond year of its history, 
finds the field for endeavor in fire prevention practically limitless. 
The campaign has been waged along educational lines, in inspec- 
tion of structural work and in the investigation and prosecution of 
violations of building laws and the criminal code in reference to 
arson. 

The demands upon the department have not lessened. On the 
contrary the operatums of the department are constantly creating 
additional demands for service. It has not been possible to give 
prompt attention to each request for service owing to inadequate 
facilities. Discrimination in giving the most pressing and im- 
portant needs first attention has resulted, without doubt, in errors. 
But it is with confidence born of increased understanding and 
efficiency that this department faces a new year. 

Acknowledgment is hereby made of the co-operation of other 
departments of the State. Evidence of progress is found in the 
willing and efficient assistance given employees of this department 
by county, city and township officials of the State. 

Allow me respectfully to ask that you give to the following 
pages such attention as your valuable time will permit. 
Sincerely, 

W. E. LONGLEY, 

State Fire Marshal. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION DIVISION 

Indianapolis, Ini>., December 31, 1914. 

Hon. W. E. Lonslcy, StMa Flie Muihal: 

Dear Sir — I beg to Bubmit the following report of the inspec- 
tion division for the year ending December 31, 1914. 

This division has tiirough its inspectors and assistanta over the 
State made seventeen thousand, nine hundred and six (17,906) 
inspections, and issued orders for the correction of defects as 
follows : 

1, Places ordered cleaned 5,088 

2. Waste paper and rubbish ordered removed 2,862 

■ 3. Attlos and closeta ordered cleaned 2,<H0 

4. Elevator shafts ordered cleaned 567 

D. Ashes ordered removed 808 

6. Receptacles ordered for aishes and oil; waste 852 

7. Defective flues and smoke pipes ordered repaired 832 

5. Flue openings ordered protected by shields 246 

9. Stoves and ranges ordered protected 322 

10. Hot air pipes ordered repaired 193 

11. Steam pipes ordered protected 41 

12. Defective electric wiring ordered corrected 432 

IS. Gas lights ordered protected 136 

14. CeUar doors and gratings ordered repaired or protected. 1G4 

15. Cellars ordered equipped with automatic pipe lines 1 

. 16. Window lights ordered replaced 132 

17. Exits ordered cleared 855 

18. Fire extinguishers ordered recharged 617 

19. Gasolene systems ordered placed underground 228 

20. Dynamite ordered removed or stored properly 15 

21. Moving picture machine booths ordered made safe ,12 

22. Dilapidated buildings ordered down 292 

23. Complainta investigated 1,(B9 

BIJBBISH AND WAStE HATBBIAJ. 

As shown hy the above statistics the accumulation of rubbish 
and waste material is the most common defect found, Nos, 1, 2, 3 
and 4 in the above table totaling ten thousand five hundred and 
fifty-seven (10,557) orders issued. Rubbish is generally due to 
poor housekeeping and carelessness and is a breeder of fires. Bub- 
blsh accumulations facilitate the rapid spread of fire. One of the 
chief difficulties which firemen have to overcome when fighting fires 
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in basements and out of way places, is the smoke caused by rub- 
bish. Proper precaution incurs no expense and such eare more 
than repays for the trouble it causes. 



The proper storage and disposal of ashes requires constant effort 
on the part of inspectors. One never hears of cold ashes startii^ 
a fire, but the reports of fires caused by ashes show that the life 
of fire in ashes is much longer than the average person suspects. 
Therefore this demands that they be properly stored. In mer- 
cantile districts the inspector frequently finds ashes in the base- 
ment piled against wooden partitions, or thrown back of the main 
building against wooden sheds or fences. Householders often use 
wooden boxes and barrels for storing ashes. Seventy six (76) 
fires have been reported to the department during the past winter 
due directly to this practice. 

CHIMNEYS AMU FLUES 

Statistical Table II shows that defective chimneys and flues are 
a prolific source of fires. Resultant large losses are frequent. 
Prospective builders who spend hours with an architect to provide 
their dwellings with the latest modem conveniences and the great- 
est comfort, frequently ignore the safety of the buildings and 
their own lives by neglecting to provide properly constructed chim- 
neys and flues. The same attitude exists toward the installation 
of stoves, furnaces and other hazardous heating appliances. 



That there should have been eight hundred and fifty-five (855) 
orders issued that exits be cleared indicates that the ordinary in- 
dividual does not give much thought to protecting the lives of the 
people who visit his place of business or amusement. Only by 
unceasing watchfulness on the part of inspectors and assistants 
are emergency exits kept accessible and free from rubbish and 
debris. 



The use of inflammable liquids in this State has been very 
greatly increased in the last ten years. Twice as much kerosene 
is used today as ten years ago, and three times as much gasolene. 
The increased consumption of gasolene has been especially marked 
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within the last few years since the use of the automobile has be- 
come so general. Prior t« 1913 more kerosene was used in In- 
diana than gasolene, but in 1914 the gasolene used exceeded the 
kerosene by 5,396,150 gallons. 

Considering the dangerous nature of gasolene, it is remarkable 
that in the use of 36,592,200 gallons of gasolene in 1914, more 
people were not injured. The chief danger of gasolene arises from 
the explosive vapor which the gasolene gives off constantly at the 
ordinary temperature of air. This vapor is heavier than air and 
consequently seeks the lowest available places. If proper ventila- 
tion is not provided, the vapor will remain for days in an out-of- 
the-way low place. No safeguard will prevent injury to individ- 
uals who handle this inflammable liquid carelessly, but proper 
safeguards can be provided to minimize the risk. 

The underground storage of gasolene places the liquid where 
a fire will not cause an explosion and where inflammable vapors 
will not be given off. Gasolene stored above ground continually 
gives off vapor which will ignite or explode from a fire in the im- 
mediate vicinity. Gasolene explosion is one of the most frequent 
causes of fires in stores and is the most frequent cause of serious 
injury from burning, as shown by the report of deaths and in- 
juries. 

EXP1.0SIVBS 

There has been a growing demand for high explosives in the 
rural districts. Inspections have revealed various firms carrying 
large quantities of dynamite within the fire limits where accidental 
explosion would cause great damage. As a rule in these instances, 
no precaution whatever has been taken to safeguard this hazard. 
In fifteen (15) cases orders issued by this department have caused 
the amount of explosives carried to be reduced and proper precau- 
tion taken to safeguard its storage. 

MOTION FICTCBE THEATERS 

The ever increasing popiilarity of the motion picture theater 
calls for constant attention in safeguarding its inherent hazards 
which endanger the lives of the audience. Many prospective 
builders have consulted with this division, and all new theaters 
have been designed with a view toward making the motion picture 
theater a place of safety. In twelve (12) instances this division 
has ordered the managements of theaters already in operation to 
change the construction of their booths so as to safeguard properly 
the hazard from film fires. 
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l>iL,&PI]>ATED BUILDING B 

Orders were issued to remove two hundred and ninety-two 
(292) dilapidated buildings. This department issued one hun- 
dred and fifty-four (154) of these, the remaining one hundred and 
thirty-eight (138) by assistants. Of the one hundred and fifty- 
four orders to remove issued by this department eighty-two (82) 
have been obeyed. Upon the other seventy-two (72) the time limit 
has not expired or the time limit has been extended for cause. Ten 
appeals to the courts have been taken by the owners of buildings. 
Three suits have been filed seeking to enjoin the State Fire Marshal 
from enforcing orders. Two appeals were made to the State Fire 
Marshal from orders issued by assistants. After investigation, 
these orders were affirmed by the State Fire Marshal. 

In several places where old and dilapidated buildings have 
been removed, modem buildings of good construction have been 
erected. Views illustrating the class of buildings ordered removed 
accompany this report. 

It has been impossible for this division to inspect all dilapidated 
buildings brought to its attention during the year on account of 
the limited force of this division. 

IHQUIBIES 

In the routine work of this division for the year 1914 a record 
of the number of inquiries relative to improvement of hazardous 
conditions, requests for advice as to safe methods of construction, 
and reports of hazardous conditions demanding inspection, show 
a total of 1,200, or four for every day during the year. This 
volume of inquiry is an indication of an awakening on the part of 
the public to the problem of eliminating the fire hazard. 



INDIAN.^ STATE FIRE PKBVENTION A 

The Indiana State Fire Prevention As.sociation has done excel- 
lent work during the past year to bring about the correction, of 
hazardous conditions in the cities visited, and to center the atten- 
tion of the people in these communities upon the subject of fire 
prevention. This Association is composed of business men, fire 
chiefs, underwriters and other citizens interested in fire preven- 
tion. The Association visited nine cities, inspected four thousand 
fifty-two (4,052) buildings and requested correction of defects in 
the properties of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five 
(1,835) citizens. Compliance was reported in one thousand two 
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hundred and six (1,206) instances. This high percentage of cor- 
rections showB that the Indiana State Fire Prevention Association 
is doing very effective work. 

A detailed report of this work follows and shows the nature of 
the defects which were discovered. It also emphasizes what has 
been said about the prevalence of rubbish, the danger of improper 
storage of ashes and of defective heating apparatus. The depart- 
ment has actively co-operated with this Association by personal 
attendance of its deputies at the inspections and by follow-up 
visits. The fire chiefs in the cities visited are to be commended for 
their co-operation with the Association and the department in 
securing the correction of the defects pointed out. 

INSPECTION REPORT OF INDI.\NA STATE FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION. 
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FIBE PBBVENTION PBOGBESS 

Fire prevention progress is not adequately measured by figures 
showing decreased fire losses, the number of inspections made and 
corrections secured, or by the citation of ordinances passed. If 
the experience of other States is duplicated in Indiana, we may 
expect large tangible results to come within one or two decades, 
but such results will be based on the educational work of the 
present. Progress is being made now, the fruits of which will be 
visible later. 

It is gratifying, however, to register the tangible fire prevention 
progress made by the cities of Indiana in the past year. An at- 
tempt was made to secure a record of ordinances adopted but full 
returns were not received, and cities which have acted may have 
been omitted. Prevention work, which consists in the passing and 
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enforcement of ordinances designed to prevent fires, may be con- 
sidered as of two kinds. First is that which looks toward preven- 
tion in the future, from which large immediate results are not 
expected; second, that which has for its object the immediate im- 
provement of existing hazards with quick results. 

In the first class are those ordinances which require improved 
building construction within certain limits and for buildings in- 
tended to be used for hazardous occupancies. These are the build- 
ing code and fire limit ordinances. Building codes were adopted 
at Shelbum and Whiting. The latter city extended the fire limits. 

In the second class are measures intended to bring about the 
immediate correction of hazards incident to occupancy and build- 
ing equipment. In this class are the electrical iuspection ordi- 
nances, the regulations for the use and storage of inflammable 
liquids, explosives and other dangerous compounds, and the in- 
spection of property by uniformed firemen with power to order 
and enforce correction of defects. The Vineennes City Council 
passed an ordinance prescribing the rules for the use and storage of 
gasolene, storage of ashes and forbidding large accumulations of 
rubbish. An electrical inspection ordinance was passed in Gary. 
Ordinances governing fireworks were passed in Tipton, Conners- 
ville and Attica. 

The employment of active firemen in fire prevention work would 
greatly reduce the number of fires. A popular conception of a fire 
department is that of a body of men whose ambition is to do nothing 
and draw pay. Such is not the case from my observation. If it 
is so in some instances, the fault lies with the local authorities. 
Firemen generally remain idle from necessity and not from choice. 
I have found invariably that firemen prefer occupation when not 
fighting a fire. Does not a system of inspection of all business 
property by the firemen offer a solution of the problem! Such 
inspectors need not devote their whole time to this work — an hour 
or two each day would accomplish wonders in diminishing the num- 
ber of fires from defective construction and carelessness. It would 
also familiarize the members of the fire departments with the dif- 
ferent buildings — a great aid should a fire occur in them. 

A Fire Department Inspection Ordinance, requiring the in- 
spection of all buildings occupied as mercantile risks at least four 
times a year, and all buildings, except residences, in outlying dis- 
tricts twice a year, has been passed in Auburn, Elkhart, Laporte, 
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Michigan City and Terre Haute. A copy of thia ordinance will be 
found in the appendix. 

This report ia submitted to you with a full appreciation of the 
vaat field for further operation and the comparatively small prog- 
ress made when the broad opportunity is viewed. Despite the 
small beginning, however, it has been the endeavor of thia division 
to lay a foundation upon which a strong superstructure can be 
placed. In this record of accomplishment I wish to express ray 
appreciation of the hearty co-operation of all fire chiefs, inspectors 
and other assistants. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN W. MINOR, JR., 
First Deputy State Fire MarshaL 
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REPORT OP liEGAr; DIVISION 

[NniANAi'oi.is, Ind., DeceTiiber .'il, 1914. 

■fan. IV. K. iMiinley. Htste Fire HBrahal: 

Di'ar Sir — Tlic following it'port iiereby Hiibmitted to you covers 
th«! worii of tin- legal division of your department for the calendar 
year of 1914: 

APPEAI.9 AND INJUNCTIONS 

At the close of the year 1913, there was pending and undis- 
posed of, one appeal from an order of the State Fire Marshal. 
During the year 1914 ten appeals were filed in the Circuit Court 
asking a review of orders made by the inspection division; three 
suits were filed to enjoin the Fire Marshal from enforcing orders 
not obeyed by the property owner. One appeal was talfeii from 
an order direct to the Fire Marshal and in one case the legal divi- 
sion was requested to assist a city in I'esisting an injunction sought 
to restrain that city from interfering with the moving of a dilapi- 
dated building within the fire limits. 

In the latter ease the court denied the injunction in an opinion, 
part of which follows: "The attempted removal of the building 
from one point within the fire limits to another such point is in 
direct violation of a valid ordinance, and is therefore unlawful. A 
court of equity will not aid one in an attempted violation of the 
law," And again, "There can be no question as to the right of 
a municipality to exercise the police power for the protection of 
properly within the municipality. The prevention of and protec- 
tion against conflagration is generally recognized as an apjtropriate 
exercise of the police power of municipalities; and the enactment 
of ordinances establishing fire limits, and forbidding the use of 
inflammable materials in buildings or in the erection thereof with- 
in such limits have been uniformly sustained as proper methods of 
its exercise." The' court held the building to be a common nuis- 
ance when moved within the fire limits, in violation of the city 
ordinance. 

On appeal to the Fire Marslial one order was affirmed and com- 
plied with. Two of the injunctions sought were pending at the 
close of this year, and one injunction was granted restraining the 
Fire Marshal from tearing down a building after failure of the 
owner to comply with the order. This action was put by the coiirt 
on the ground that the order in question did not follow the word- 
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View <ji Old Hotel Building, Huntington, Ind., Ordered Removed by State Fire 

Marshal. Owner Prevented by City from Relocating 

Building Within Fire Limits. 



.dr,yGoogIe 



18 

ing required by the State Fire Marshal law. Au amended order 
oil the same property was subsequently appealed from by the owner 
and alfirmetJ by the Circuit Court with an extension of the time 
required for compliance. One order on appeal was reversed by 
judgment in default. 

In two instances, orders made by the Fire Marshal were aifirnied 
by the Circuit Court on review, and in three other eases appeals 
taken to the Circuit Court asking review of orders were dismissed 
by the appellant before trial. At the close of this year, on Decem- 
ber 31, 1914, iive appeals and two complaints asking that the Fire 
Marshal be enjoined from enforcing orders were pending. 

The power of the State Fire Marshal to order property owners 
to tear down a dilapidated wall, damaged in the collapse of a build- 
ing, and to order such owners to rebuild a wall in compliance with 
the city ordinances governing such erections, was upheld by the 
St. Joseph Circuit Court in the case of Neuperth et al, vs. Long- 
ley, decided April 1, 1914, in which opinion the Hon. Walter A. 
Punk, J., said, "Under the authority stated (Citing Baumgartner 
vs. Hasty, 100 Ind. 575), the common council has created lire limits 
and has provided that the outer walls of all buildings inside the fire 
limits shall be composed of brick, or stone, with mortar ; and a fire 
wall shall be of stone, or brick, not less than one foot thick, and shall 
extend two feet above the roof. (Sees. 24 and 30 of the Ordinance, 
at page 10 of the South Bend Book of Ordinjiuces of 1905.) 

"The Neuperth building is within the fire limits. Section 2 
of the Fire Marshal's Act of 1913 provides that it is Ihe duty of 
the State Fire Marshal to enforce the ordinances of cities and 
towns for the prevention of fires. • • • The Neuperths have a 
building on lot 110 which is a public nuisance under the ordinances 
of the city, for the maintenance of which they could be fined in a 
proper action. It is therefore my opinion that they should be 
given an option to build a wall according to the order of the Pire 
Marahal; and in the event that the option is not complied with 
■within a reasonable time, that they be ordered to build a wall on 
their own property, in accordance with the city ordinances." The 
■wall in question was a party wall. The State Pire Marshal law 
provides that the decision of the Circuit Court in the review of an 
order on appeal shall be final, which makes the Punk decision a 
valuable precedent for your department in similar eases. 

The legal division was called on for more activity during the 
second year of the life of this department in the defe.pse o| ortjers 
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made against owners than during the first year, due probably to 
the fact that more removal orders were issued during that time by 
the inspection division. However, the increased activity of fire 
chiefs and other assistant fire marshals throughout the State in 
correcting hazardous conditions has resulted in familiarizing the 
people of Indiana with the work attempted by the department, with 
the result that orders are being complied with more readily. 

I quote hereunder an opinion rendered by the Hon. Thos. M, 
Hoiian, Attorney- Genera I of Indiana, in response to the ijuestion, 
"What are the powers of the State Fire Marshal with reference 
■ to enforcing local ordinances and other regulations pcrtHining to 
fire prevention!" 

The Attorney-General 's opinion follows : 

"In reply would say tliat the State Fire Ala.rKtial law of Indiana gives 
the Marshal large poweiTf and IniinnieH uimn him duties that arc com- 
pulsory with reference to the iircveutlou of ftrcH. Section two specifically 
provitles that the State Fire Marshal cliall enforce all laws of the State 
and the ordinances of the several cities and towns in Indiana with refer- 
ence to the prevention of Arcs, atoriige, xale and use of combustibles and 
explosives, and installation and maintenance of automatic or otiier liiv 
alarm systemn and fire extinguishing eiiuipmcnts. and the suppressioi) of 
arson and investigation of the cause, origiu and circumstances of fires. 

"Thin section refers wholly to the laws of the State and the onlinaiices 
of the municipalities, and in addition the law also requires the Fii-e Mar- 
shal to investigate the cause, origiii and etrcumHtanccs of every fii-e, and 
further empowers said Fire Marshal to malce regulations pei'tainiug tIipr<'to 
which are additional to the ordinances of the various municipalities. In 
other words it is not only the duty of the Fire Marshal to euforce all the 
ordinances of the various municipalities as he finds them, but it in al<!o 
his duty to make r^ulatlous pertaining to fire prevention, and to enforce 
these regulations with the same degree of certainty that he enforces local 
ordinances. Should the Fire Marshal conclude that a local ordinance 
does not fully cover matters pertaining to fire prevention, then in addi- 
tion to requiring persons to comply with said local ordinances they can 
also be compelled to comply with any additional and further regulations 
which the Fire Marshal shall deem neeewsary. 
Very truly yours, 

(Signed) THOMAS M. HONAN, 

Attorney-Oeneral." 

CRIMINAL INVESTIQATIONS 

The number of arrests made of persons charged with violation 
of the criminal laws in connection with fires was less by one during 
the present year than in the eight months of 1913 covered by the 
last report. The case most far-reaching in effect that has b^eji 
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Arson Plant of Indi&na Firebug, Showing Oil, Kindling and Inflammable Material 
Plticed Readj' Tot the Mfttcb. 
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I of in the State during 1914 is that of the State of In- 
diana vs. Wolfe, Allen, Drake and Perkins, in Daviess County. 
Three of the defendants in this ease were convicted of conspiracy 
after a trial lasting seventeen days, the fourth, Albert M. Perkins, 
being ttei|uitted. The evidence showed that the conspiracy had for 
its purpose the obtaining of money from the insurance companies 
on horses bought for a nominal amount and insured for many 
tittles their value. The horses were then placed in a barn belotitt- 
ing to the defendant Allen and burned. 

On October 1st an affidavit was filed in the Daviess Circuit 
Court by this departtnent chargiufr the satne Perkins jointly with 
L. S. Walker of Vanderburg CJounty, with conspiracy to swindle 
an underwriter. The latter ease is pending. 

After conviction the defendants appealed, and at the time of 
writing this report their appeal had not been decided by the Su- 
preme Court. One of the defetidants, D, V. Wolfe, being unable 
to furnish an appeal bond, was eomtnittcd to the Norlhern Indiana 
Prison. 

One other arson case is pending in the Hupvetite Court oit ap- 
peal, that of Joseph Ganino, who was convicted in the Clark Cir- 
cuit Court of burning a pool room in Jeffersonviile to obtain in- 
surance. This conviction was on the second trial, the jury having 
disagreed on the first trial. 

Superintendents of the state penal institutions have co-oper- 
ated with this division in furnishing Ihe criminal records of "'Are 
bugs" under suspicion and on trial. It has thus been possible lo 
trace men having criminal records wlio have been engaged in caus- 
ing incendiary fires. Photographs and Bertillon records of per- 
sons convicted of arsou and like critites in Indiana, are kept in the 
files of this division for reference. 

It has been impossible to keep a record of persons arrested by 
justice courts and police officers, in all Indiana towns, on suspicion 
of being connected with arson fires. Fre(|uently these arrests have 
been made pending further investigations into the fires, and loiter- 
ing is usually charged against such persons rather than arson, in 
order that the suspect may be held till the investigation is complete. 

The division baa received effective aid from the police and de- 
tective departments of a number of Indiana cities and towns. Able 
assistance has in many cases been rendered by insurance men of 
long experience in dealing with crooked losses. It has been our 
attempt to eliminate as judiciously as possible, the investigation 
of those fires which has given little promise of successful outcome, 
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owing to the inability of your investigators to inquire into every 
fire reported as suspicious. It has been poaaible to reci^nize and 
disregard many reijueats for investigation, made because of enmity 
toward the person accused. 

CHIMIN AL PBOSECVTIONS 

Arrests 32 

tConvictions 12 

Acquittals 4 

trieaa o( guilty G 

Confesslona 7 

rending cases 16 

•Jury disagreements 3 



Cuitvictions pending on appeal 4 

Murdered pending trial 1 

Charges pending, not yet arrested 2 

Committed to asylum on speeial plea of hiHanlty 1 

I'ut In custody of proliatkni officer {uo trial) I 

CORBBCXIVB MEASURES 

This division of your department wishes at this time to empha- 
size the ever apparent need of letrislation which shall have for its 
object the regulation and supervision of the activity of the local 
insurance agent. Such measures as will eventually prevent over 
insurance, the result of careless underwriting, must finally be a 
large factor in the reduction of the incendiary fire loss in the State. 

This division does not ignore the need of legal measures of a 
punitive nature in dealing with the incendiary and would include 
as part of the remedy for arson fires enforcement of the penal law 
at all times, but it is realized that the proverbial ounce of preven- 
tion ever must be of greater value than the pound of cure men- 
tioned in the epigram. The problem is complex, and it is the part 
of wisdom to remove the cause of the disease rather than to attemi>t 
to remedy the eifect after the disease has broken out. 

It is apparent to the most casual student of crime that in about 
ninety per cent, of the cases, arson is a crime of greed. The money 
motive is the first surveyed by the investigator in all cases. The 
small merchant at the cross roads who bums out, his city cousin 
whose basement blaze starts the conflagration of a sky-scraper, the 
discouraged farmer with his barn fire and the small householder 

■ One defendant convicted onHftcond trial, after diaagreemctit on firat trial : one charfECBtiLJ pend- 
ing after digapeBment on first trial : charge againat one defendant dismissed after disagreement on 

t One conviction and plea of guilty on charga of entering building to commit a felony (anon). 
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with his miserable claptrap of worn household goods, are alike in- 
flueneed by their need for ready cash. To obtain additional in- 
surance — in fact to insure to double and triple the real value of 
property — is accomplished with ease in almost any locality in the 
State. A "padded" inventory, the assistance of a sympathetic 
employe in settlement with an adjuster, or favorable circumstances 
of any nature conclude the exploit to the satisfaction of the "fire 
bug" and it is axiomatic that one such profitable fire creates a 
"repeater." 

This situation must be dealt with eventually by making it im- 
possible or dangerous for the local agent or solicitor to write in- 
surance to more than the legal limitation in value. Values should 
be ascertained by agents before insurance is placed and adequate 
inspection must be provided. In the great majority of risks, safe- 
guarding after insurance is written is left to accident. The re- 
moval of insured goods and the intentional depletion or deprecia- 
tion of stocks followed by fires are frequent. 

In one instance recorded in the files of tliis division no later 
than December of 1914 an investigator found a small householder 
had burned out with insurance of suspicious proportions. Inves- 
tigation revealed the fact that the insured, a farmer of limited 
intelligence, had chanced to ride several miles with an insurance 
agent in the latter 's rig. Incidentally the agent mentioned his 
business and learned that the other knew nothing about insurance. 
The agent convinced his hearer that he needed insurance, wrote 
him a policy without ever visiting his home and delivered the docu- 
ment to the insured when the latter called at his office. Less than 
two months afterward the assured burned out during the absence 
of his wife and three children. 

To dwell on the well known difBculty in obtaining convictions 
by juries in arson cases when popular sympathy so invariably 
sides with the assured against an insurance company, is unneces- 
sary. It is suSicient to say that this is another and powerful argu- 
ment in favor of measures providing supervision of agency under- 
writing and adequate inspection. 

I wish to thank you for the courtesy, advice and assistance which 
you have given in supervision of this division's work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROGER W. WALLACE, 
Second Deputy State Fire Marshal. 
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REPORT OF BTATIBTICATi DIVISION 

Indianapolis, Ind., December 31, 1914. 

Hon. n'. E. LaiiBlty. State Fire MsTBhal: 

Dear Sir — The reportof the statistical division of your depart- 
ment for the year 1914 is here given: 



The statistical tables which follow give information... in detail 
on the causes of fires and the loss to property during 1914. Many 

Are prevention lessons can he learned from these tables, but special 
attention is called only to the four chief causes. In 1914 a loss 
of $7,926,936 was caused by eight thousajid and six (8,006) fires. 
The chief causes follow: Sparks from chimneys alighting on the 
shingle roof, one thousand three hundred and thirty-two (1,332) 
fires; defective flues, one thousand two hundreil and sixty-six 
(1,266) fires; coramunicateil fires, eight hundred and thirty-six 
(836). and lightning losses, four hundred and forty-three (443). 

SPARKS FROM CHIMNEYS 

Sparks from chimneys alighting on the shingle roof is the most 
frequent cause of fires, as in 1913. Before the public will correct 
the wooden shingle roof hazard, Indiana may have to undergo a 
shingle roof conflagration rivaling that of Salem, Massaehusetls. 
Areas of shingle roof prohibition should be created and extended. 



Defective flues cause the most desfruetive fires. The loss from 
defective flue fires was !|>719,!)27. Prevention is accomplished by 
proper construction and frei|uent correction of defects found by 
inspection. 

COMMUNICATED FIRES 

Ten per cent, of the total number of fires and fourteen per cent. 
of the property loss in 1914 was caused by fires spreading from ad- 
joining building Many property owners suffered because of their 
neighbor's negligence. The doctrine of personal responsibility for 
fires, which has been enforced in Europe for a century, is now rec- 
ognized in this country. The fire commissioner of Boston encour- 



W) 
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View of BuildinR 120-24 West Maryland Street, ladianapolis 
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ages citizens to seek damages from their neighbors whose negligent 
care of their premises has resulted in communicated fires. New 
York City's fire commissioner has collected damages for the city 
from property owners whose failure to comply with hia orders 
caused the spread of fire. The damages were collected under a 
special section of the New York City charter reading as follows : 

" • • • and any or all persons for any fire, resulting 
from his or their wilful or culpable negligence shall be liable 
in a civil action for the payment of all coats and expenses of 
said fire department incurred in and about the use of em- 
ployees, apparatus, and materials in extinguishment of any 
fire resulting from such cause, the amount of such costs and 
expenses to be fixed by said commissioner. • • •" 

Under the above section if a fire occurs or spreads by reason of 
failure to obey an order of the fire commissioner, the property 
owner is liable in damages for the expenses incurred in extinguish- 
ing the fire. This arrangement has the merit of doubly assessing 
the man whose negligence makes especially necessary larger and 
more efficient fire departments. The enforcement of personal if- 
sponsibility for fires is not only just but will do much to reduce the 
fire waste. 

LIGHTNING 

Pour hundred forty-three (443) lightning los.ses iu 1914 were 
reported as compared with one thousand six (1,006) in 1913. This 
difference was due to the occurrence of fewer severe thunder storms 
in 1914. 

Accumulating evidence shows that the lightning rod, if properly 
placed, is certain protection from lightning fires. But seven build- 
ings equipped with rods were stntck during the year. Three of 
these losses were total and four partial. Your local assistants said 
of these seven cases that rods were "in bad shape and not grounded 
and had been up a long time," and that they "did not touch the 
ground by several feet" or that the charge came in over a telephone 
wire. 

•The results of two exhaustive non-partisan investigations into 
the value of the lightning rod were published in 1914, One inves- 
tigation was made by Prof. W. H. Day, of the department of phy- 
sics at Ontario, Canada, Agricultural College, and one by Prof. J, 
Warren Smith, of the United States "Weather Bureau. Both of 
these authorities declare in favor of the lightning rod. 
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DI8TKIBUT10N OF 1^88 

The loss experience of 1914 emphasizes the conclusions statetl in 
the annual report of this depai-tment for 1913. The best oppor- 
tunity for securing results in fire prevention is found in the cities 
and towns. Seventy-eight per cent, of the total number of losses 
in 1914 was in incorporated cities and towns and but twenty-two 
per cent, in country districts, though these districts contain forty- 
seven per cent, of the population. Sixty-one per cent, of the num- 
ber of fires in 1914 occurred in the cities of four thousand or more 
population, though these cities contain but thirty-nine per cent, of 
the population of the State. Sixty-nine per cent, of the loss was 
in incorporated cities and towns and but thirty-one per cent, in 
country districts. The city or town, a well organized and compact 
community, is in position to act through its government for fire pre- 
vention. 

Extension of fire limits, enforcement of existing fire ordinances, - 
and the inauguration of a system of inspection by members of the 
fire department with power to require the correction of fire hazards, 
are essential to a successful campaign for fire prevention in cities 
and towns. 

•The fire liiss to the farmers of the State in 1914 aggregated 
$2,420,124. The resident of the rural district now depends on him- 
self in extinguishing fires. Por this reason sixty-six per cent, of 
all fires in the rural districts are total losses. Farmers are finding 
it profitable to invest in fire extinguishing devices, either individ- 
ually or collectively. Many fires in the country, especially in 
dwelling hotises, can be extinguished before they cause great dam- 
age by small chemical extinguishers. In parts of Pennsylvania 
small groups of farmers maintain fire departments and keep a large 
chemical engine ready for service at a central point. A very large 
part of the loss in the country is due to defective fines and light- 
ning. Consequently, the fire loss in the country could be mate- 
rially reduced by the correction of defective flues and the rodding 
of all farm property. 

DEATHS AND IMJURIEB 

Careful record of deaths and injuries from fires in Indiana was 
kept in 1914. Porty-seven adults and twenty children were burned 
to death in Indiana during the year. Twelve of these children 
were fatally burned while playing around stoves or while playing 

■See StatisUcsl Tsbls X. 
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View of Old Elevator WslkertoD, lod., Demolished by Order of Slate Fire Marshal 



View of Dilapidated Buildiog 107 South Washington Street, Kokomo., Demolished by 
Order of State Fire Marshal. New Building Erected in its Place. 
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with matches. Fifteen adults were burned to death in lodging and 
dwelling house fires, nine by gasolene explosions and six by kero- 
sene explosions. 

One hundred and twenty-eight adults and thirty-eight children 
were seriously injured. Pifty-five of the injuries were caused by 
gasolene explosions, twenty-two by Iterosene explosions and twenty- 
two persons were burned while engaged in extinguishing fires. 

Careless handling of gasolene and kerosene continues to cause 
many fires resulting in injury to persons. 

KUUCATIONAL WORK 

The understanding and sympathy of the public determines the 
progress toward fire prevention. For this reason educational activ- 
ities have been increased and a fire prevention educational cam- 
paign carried on. The methods used in this campaign are here 
described in brief. 

(1) When a report of fire is received, the man sustaining the 
loss is sent a leaflet on fire prevention containing special reference 
to the hazard which caused the loss on his property. This leaflet 
calls attention to the ways of preventing fires from such hazard. 
This message on fire prevention delivered immediately after tiie 
citizen has suffered a loss is sure to attract his attention and often 
leads to the correction of hazards in other properties owned by the 
same individual. 

(2) So many calls were received for the information on the 
lightning hazard as given in the first annual report, that this infor- 
mation was issued in leafiet form and fifteerf thousand copies dis- 
tributed among the farmers of the State principally by local 
mutual insurance companies. Partly as a result of this work, 
mutual companies have been changing their rates to give the owner 
of rodded property a lower rate than the owner of unrodded 
property. The placing of additional lightning rods, which this 
movement encourages, is sure to result in the saving of many thou- 
sands of dollars, especially to the farmers of the State. 

(3) The rules and regulations governing special hazards pre- 
pared by the inspection division were distributed over the State, 
especially at the meetings of the Indiana State Fire Prevention As- 
sociation. 

(4) The Department, recognizing that clean properties pre- 
vent fire as well as disease, placed an automobile in the Indianapolis 
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Health Day parade. The bajiiiers bore this declaration: "Clean 
premises mean leas disease and fewer fires." 

(5) Letters urging special care and precaution on the Fourth 
of July were sent to the fire chiefs of the State and to the heads of 
police departments in the larger cities. The number of losses 
caused by Independence Day fireworfes in 1913 was forty-nine. 
But twenty-eight such losses occurred in 1914. The prohibition of 
the paper balloon by city ordinance would still further lessen the 
number of Fourth of July fires. Each mayor and each city coun- 
cilman in Indiana was sent a copy of a model ordinance governing 
the use of fireworks. As a result of this campaign, Connersville, 
Attica, Tipton and other cities passed such an ordinance. A model 
fireworks ordinance is found in the appendix. 

(6) Special use was made of the educational and farmers' 
journals, which were always ready to give space in their columns 
to articles on fire prevention of special interest to their readers. 

(7) The newspaper bulletin service was continued during the 
first half of the year. It is impossible to estimate the great good 
accomplished for fire prevention work by these bulletins. They 
were printed generally by the Indiana newspapers. While much 
benefit in fire prevention results obtained from the use of these 
bulletins cannot be measured, yet in several instances immediate 

, results were directly traceable to them. The publication of bulle- 
tin No. 55 resulted in the purchase of fire-fighting equipment by 
several Indiana towns which had been without fire protection prior 
to that time. The bulletins were effective in creating public opin- 
ion in favor of ordinances recommended to the different cities for 
enactment." 

(8) During the past year the message of fire prevention has 
been taken personally to a large number of people. Numerous ad- 
dresses on the subject have been given to members of farmers 
mutual insurance companies at their annual meetings, before com- 
mercial clubs, at the State Convention of the Indiana Federation 
of Women's Clubs, and to many hiarh school pupils. 

(9) The department has made use in the past year of motion 
picture theatres in educational work. Through the courtesy of the 
National Association of Manufacturers a fire prevention film en- 
titled "A Crime of Carelessness", was shown in six Indiana cities 
at the time their business districts were being inspected by the In- 

• Bulletin £G is reprintsd in th« Appeodii, page M. 
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diana State Fire Prevention Aasoeiation, This five-reel film teaches 
the results of negligence on the part of an inspector, a property 
owner and an employee. It presents in a vivid manner the lesson 
of fire prevention. This film, reached directly thousands of Indiana 
citizens. 

(10) A departure in educational wort was undertaken by the 
department at the Indiana State Fair. An attempt was made by 
actual display of materials to bring before the people fire preven- 
tion lessons. A defective flue, which had caused a fire, was shown 
beside a model triple elay lined flue. Fire prevention signs, pic- 
tures and placards were exhibited. Pictures of fires and fire pre- 
ventive devices showing their effect in actual service were displayed. 
Asbestos shingles, pipe covering and other non-burnable materials 
were given a prominent place. The rules and regulations of the 
department require underground tanks for storage of gasolene. 
Such tanis were placed in the exhibit. A photographic display . 
showed the people what the department was accomplishing and 
how it proceeded in the work. Attendants in charge explained to 
thousands of visitors the meaning and purpose of the display. The 
department received invitations from commercial clubs requesting 
that a similar exhibit be brought to their cities. 

(11) By proclamation of Governor Ralston, October 9, 1914, 
was designated as Fire Prevention Day. The day was observed in 
many Indiana schools. In order to increase the interest of the 
school children and enable them to make a fire prevention inspection 
of their own homes, a questionnaire was prepared by the Depart- 
ment. A printed copy of this questionnaire was sent to the super- 
intendents of the city and town schools with a letter suggesting its 
use and offering to send a supply upon request. Twenty-five thou- 
sand copies were requested and used by school children in every 
part of the State. This questionnaire was a subject of discussion 
at a meeting of the representatives of State Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciations in Chicago on October 9, 1914. The Quarterly of the 
National Fire Protection Association in reporting the meeting says ; 

"The questionnaire issued by the Indiana State Fire 
Marshal's Department for use by school children in making 
an inspection in their own houses in connection with Fire 
Prevention Day was discussed by the conference, and the 
chairman was requested to bring the same to the attention 
of all the state fire marshals and urge its adoption by them. " 
The questionnaire is reprinted in appendix of this report. 
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Governor Ralston 's Fire Prevention Day Proclamation follows: 

A PROCLAMATION 

Tbe aiiimnl waste In Indiana caused b; fires le between Ave and elgbt 
million dollars. Experts In auch matters say that aisty-flve per cent, ot 
Ihe damage tjiused by fires is preventable. How important then Is flre 
l>ri>veution work I 

1 (welling house firee oonstttute fifty-two per cent., it is said, of tlip 
total number of fires in Indiana. The family, therefore, has a vital Interest 
in fire prevention. 

During the winter months there Is an average of one school house fire 
each day in Indiana. This is conclusive proof of the Importance of fire 
drills, and challenges tbe attention of school authorities thereto. 

The number of losses in the cities having thorough fire department 
Inspection is much smaller In proportion to population than the losses In 
cities not having such Inspection. This is conclusive proof of tbe value 
of a system of thorough Inspection and of elimination of iirRventable haz- 
ards. 

Now, Therefore, I Samuel M. Kalston, Governor of Indiana do 
hereby designate Friday, the 9th day of October, 1914, as Fire Prevention 
Day, and I recommend that the people of Indiana make this a clean-uj) 
day, that fires may be prevented through a proper disposition or safeguard 
of combustibles and tlie destroying of rubbish ; and that the public scboolH, 
civic organizations, and officials and muulclpallties become active along 
lines and through methods of their own choosing, in impressing upon tbe 
public mind the Importance of a proper observance of this day, that in 
the near future the danger, Injury and waste caused by preventable fires 
may be reduced to a minimum in Indiana. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State, 
at the Capitol, in the City of Indianapolis, this 
21st day of September, 1914. 

SAMUEL M. KALSTON, 

By the Governor: 

L. G. ELLINGHAM, 

Secretary of State. 

The department is prepared and equipped to co-operate with 
any organization in fire prevention educational work. The State 
Librarian offered the services of the State Library when the Fire 
Marshal Department was organized and has very willingly obtained 
books and pamphlets on fire prevention at our suggestion. These 
books and pamphlets may be obtained from the State Library. 
Pamphlets on fire prevention may be obtained from the Fire Mar- 
shal's office. Commercial clubs, schools and Women's clubs are 
urged to lend their efforts toward making city premises clean. 
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Careful attention will be given all inquiries from citizens or school 
children. The department will send a representative to confer 
with organizations on fire prevention and to address public meet- 
ings on the subject. 

Credit for advancement in fire prevention educational work is 
due to many Indiana fire chiefs, the newspapers, and the Indiana 
State Fire Prevention Association. Sincere thanks are extended to 
local assistants for their prompt and accurate fire reports. 
Respectfully submitted, 

RALPH E. RICHMAN, 

Secretary. 
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1. For each month — the number of losses and the total loss. 
II. For each cause — the number of fires, valuation and loss, on 
buildings and on contents. 

III. For each class of property — the number of fires, value, loss 

and insurajiee on buildings and on contents. 

IV. For each class of property — the causes, the number of total 

and partial losses, and the kind of structure. 
V. For each county — the population, the number of fires, value, 
loss and insurance on property directly jeopardized, and 
the liuinlwr of incendiary fires. 
VI. For each month — the number and loss from fires of un- 
known origin. 
VII. For each month— the number of incendiary fires and re- 
sulting loss. 
VTTI. For each city of four thousand or more population — the 
population, number of fires, loss per capita, value, loss 
and insurance on property directly jeopardized. 

IX. Lightning statistics. Number of losses and amount of loss 

on rodded and on unrodded buildings. Number of 
lightning losses in cities and towns and in country. 

X. Statistics for districts outside incorporated cities and towns. 

All population figures from 1910 census. 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF FIRES AND LOSS BY MONTHS. 
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CAUSE STATISTICS. 
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PROPERTY STATISTICS 
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TABLE IV. 

PROPERTY AND CAUSE aTATIffTlCS. 
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TABLE IV—Continued. 
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TABLE IV— Continued. 
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TABLE IV— Continuod. 
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TABLE IV— Continued. 
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TABLE IV— Continued. 
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TABLE IV~Continacd. 



,„..„,. 


& 


"^ 


ToUl 


Wood. 


Brick, 


SUHf. 


Tanks 

Thawinc WBler pipes 
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TABLE V. 



COUNTY STATISTICS. 





Popuiation, 


Number 
Firw, 


&? 


Projerty 


Dui><.(« 
Property. 


Inaun 


5. 


*rf 


21840 


'i 

1 

1 
1 

1 

173 

1 

'i 

i 

i 

1 

1 
■'1 

i 

SB 
S2 


I 




IW.45II 




SSSU-ie,-;.:.;:,::: 


li 

24 
; 

» 
3! 
15 
21 

21 

SI 

'i 

11 

» 

1! 
20 
20 
29 
X 

24 

S 

2( 

1 

«5 
2Bi 

2i 
21 

24 

5 

2C 

; 

H 


i 

K7S 
3«g 

1 

aea 

s 
i 

335 

137 

ino 

232 

S 
1 
1 

m 
m 
m 

1 


S4 

IW 
221 
2! 

'1 

31 

S95 
23( 

131 

J 

,,!| 

241 
4f 
21 

27! 
211 


289 

MS 
Wl 

HO 
230 
WO 

20S 
900 

566 

l>M 
970 

7fll 
SOS 

ws 
sas 

769 

i 
i 

eno 

323 

DOO 
230 

72S 

297 


4S 

141 

3! 

i; 

23) 

1 

li 
3! 

1 

m 

41 

8i 
4'. 

i 

2! 


7«S 
21! 

198 

ISO 

348 

993 

968 

127 
445 

432 

7S0 

189 

998 

29S 

300 
434 

T28 
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121 
231 

1 

21 
30( 

1 

13 

7 

9 

1,44 

8 

7S« 

3,74 
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1S2 
12 

1 
18 
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TABLE V— Contiimed. 



Property. JoDpaTdiied. 



SUuke.' .".'.'. 
St. Jowph.. .. 

Steuben 

Sullivan 

Switwrlud... 
TippBsauoB. . 

VBom. '.'....'..'. 
Vuderburah . . . 
VecmiUion... 

VlK. 

Wabuh 

Warnok' '.'.'.'.'.'.' 
Washinetaa.... 

SX";::::: 

White 

Whitley 
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FIRES OF UNKNOWN CAUSE, 



NambaolLo««. ! 



Febniaiy.. 
Uiirch ... 

K' : 



INCENDIARY FIRES. 
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TABLE VIII. 



STATISTICS FOR CITIES OF 4,000 OR MORE POPUIATION. 
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LIGHTNING 
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'Sr*" 
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11 
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STATISTICS FOR DiaTRICTS 0CT3IDE INCORPORATED CITIES AND TOWNS, 
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FIN.UrCIAL BEPOBT 

For Period from Junuary 1, 1914. to Seiiteuiber 30, 1914. 



Total amount of warrants $31,6&4 03 

Clafjsifled as follows — 

Saliirles— Fire Marshal, depuUes and clerks 13,134 99 

Transportation .. ., 1,350 87 

Hotel expeuse and meals 1,318 74 

Livery hire ' 232 40 

Telegraph and telephone 290 58 

Postage 524 00 

Freight or express 36 55 

Office supplies, stationery and printing 1,712 87 

Stenographers 910 95 

Witness fees 18 90 

Other expense of witnesses 1.7aO 72 

Assistants' fees 4,&48 70 

(Officers' and detectives' fees 2.425 85 

Obtaining evidence 918 25 . 

S|icclal services 2.083 61 



$31.(if(4 03 
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AN OBDINANCR 



An ordiuauce providing tor the care and Inspection of premises by the 
Fire Departwent, to saf^uard and protect tie public and property against 
Injury and loss by fire and providing for a penalty for the violation 
thereof. 

Section 1. Be it ordalne*! by the Common Council of the City of 
Michigan City, Indiana, that it shall be the duty of the Chief of the Fire 
Department to inspect or cause to be inspected by Are department officers 
or members, as often as may be necessary, but not less than twice a year 
in outlying districts and four times a year in the closely built portions of 
the city, all buildings, premises and public thoroughfares, except the In- 
teriors of private dwellings, for the purpose of ascertaining and causing 
to be corrected, any conditions liable to cause fire, or any violations of 
the provisions or intent of any ordinance of the city affecting tbe fire 
hazard. And for the purpose of making such Inspections the Chief of the 
Eire Department or any member thereof Is hereby empowered and author- 
ized at any and all reasonable times to enter upon and into any of the 
aforesaid buildings and premises except private dwellings. 

Whenever the Chief of the Fire Department or any ofHcer or member 
thereof shall find any building or other structure which for want of repairs, 
or by reason of age or dilapidated condition or for any other cause, Is 
especially liable to fire, and which is so situated as to endanger other 
poperty, and whenever any oflicer or member shall find in any building or 
upon any premises or other place, combustible or explosive matter or 
dangerous accumulations of rubbish or of unnecessary accumulations of 
waste paper, boxes, shavings or any other highly inflammable materials, 
especially liable to fire, and which is so situated as to endanger property, 
or shall And obstructions to or on flre-escapes, stairs, passageways, doors, 
windows, etc., liable to interfere with the operations of the fire department, 
or egress of occupants, in case of fire, he or they shall order the same to 
be removed or remedied and such order shall forthwith be complied with 
by the owner or occupant of such premises or buildings, subject to appeal 
within twenty -four hours to the Major, who shall within ten days review 
such order and file his decision thereon, and unless the order Is revoked 
or modified it shall remain In full force and be obeyed by such owner or 
occupant. 

.\ny owner or occupant falling to comply with such order wltiiln ten 
days after said appeal shall have been determined, or, tf no appeal is taken, 
then within ten days after the service of the said order, shall be liable to 
a penalty as hereinafter stated. 

Sec. 2. The service of any such order shall be made upon tbe occu- 
pant of the premises to whom It is directed by either delivering a true 
copy of same to such occupant personally or by delivering the same to and 

(M) 
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leaving it wltb any person in charge of tLe premises, or In case no sucli 
[>erson is tonnd npos tbe premises by afflxioK a. t-opy thereof In a con- 
spicuous place on the door to the entrance of the said premises ; whenever 
It may be necessary to serve such an order upon the owner of premtsea. 
sucli order may be served either by delivering to and leaving with said 
person a true copy of tie said order, or, if such owner is absent from the 
jurisdiction of the officer mabing the order, by mailing such copy to the 
owner's last known postoffice address. 

Sec. 3. Whenever the Chief of the Fire Department or any <^cer or 
a member thereof, shall find the entrances, eslsta, aisles, flre-escapes, stairs, 
passageways, doors, windows, etc., of any theater, moving picture huuse or 
any hall where tbe public is accustomed to congregate, crowded or ob- 
structed with people in such manner as to be liable to Interfere with the 
operations of the Fire Department, or egress of tile occupants thereof. In 
case of Are, he or they shall order the same to be dispersed or the situa- 
tion remedied and such order shall forthwith be complied with by the 
owner or occupant of such premises or building. 

Sec. 4. Any person or persons, firm or corporation who shall fail or 
n^Iect to discharge the duties imposed by this ordinance and tbe orders 
of the Chief of Fire Department or any member detailed by the Chief tor 
making inspections, on conviction thereof shall be fined not less than ten 
dollars or not more than one hundred dollars for each day of failure or 
neglect. 

Sec 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances Inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. l^ls ordinance shall take effect Immediately after its pasKage 
and legal publication thereof. 

Approved this 2d day of May, 1914. 

M. T. KRUEGEIt, Mayor. 
Attest: 

ALEX.\N1>ER SPYCHAI.SKI, City Clerk. 
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rittEWORKS OUDIMANCE 



Be it ordaineA bp of the City of as foUots: 

Sectiok No. 1. The discharge, flrlng or nae ol alt flreerackers, rockets, 
torpedoes, Romao candles, or other fireworks or substances designed and 
Intended for pyrotechnic display, and o( all pistols, canes, cannons, or Mher 
appliances, using blank cartridges or caps containing chlorate of potash 

mixture, Is hereby prohibited. Provided that the may order 

the public display of Breworfes by properly qualified individuals under the 
direct supervision of experts In the handling of fireworks. Provided, also, 
that such display or displays shall be of such a character and so located, 
discharged or fired as, in the opinion of the Chief of the Fire Department, 
shall not be hnsiardous to surrounding property or endanger any person or 
persons. 

Sec. No. 2. The sale of fireworks at retail is prohibited. 

Sec. No. 3. The storage or sale of fireworks at wholesale Is prohib- 
ited, except by permit from the issued for a period of one 

year. Application for permit must be filed with the Chief of the Fire 
Department at least 30 days previous to the Issuing of the permit and 
must !;ive detailed description of the propoeed care and storage of said 
materials and of the structural conditions and occupancies of the building. 

Sec, No. 4. Permits may tie issued only after an Inspection of the 
premises by the Chief of the Fire Department or hia authorized agent, 
who shall file with the Mayor and Fire Department a certificate of ap- 
proval or his disapproval and reasons therefor. 

Sec. No. 5. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the pro- 
visions of this ordinance as regards the storage and sale of fireworks shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and be fined not less than ten dollars 
($10,00) nor more than twenty-five dollars (J25.00) for each day's neglect 
of compliance : Provided, also. That violation of other sections of this 
ordinance shall be cwisldered a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars ($10.00). 

The Chief of the Fire Department may, at his discretion, remove or 
have removed, at the owner's expense, all stocks of fireworks or other 
combustible exposed for sale, or held in stock in violation of this ordinance. 

Sec. No. 6. The Chief of the Fire Department shall direct such fli-e 
appliances as in bis judgment may be necessary for the premises, and he 
shall see that two or more persons are instructed In their use, and as to 
the best means of getting fire alarms to the Fire Department. 

Sec. No. 7. Ail ordinances and parts of ordinances Inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. No. S. This ordinance shall take effect and be In force from and 
after Its passage and l^al publication. 
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FIBB FBBVENTIOM QCEBTIOMIfAIBE 

NAME 

STEEBT AND NUMBER 

Do you uae safety matches? 

Are floors under stores protected, and how? 

Are walls, ceilings and partitions protected from over-beating of stoves 

ot fumacef 

How are ashes disposed of? 

Of what material Is the house? 

Of what material Is the basement? 

Is bas^oent or foundation enclosed? 

Are chimneys built on the ground or on brackets? 

Are chimneys in good repair? 

Do stovepipes pass through attic, closets or unused rooms? 

Do stovepipes pass throngli partition without metal protectors? 

Do you keep gasoline? 

Where and how? i . . 

Do you use stoves or furnace, and what kind?? 

Do you use kerosene? 

Have you any Are extinguishers? 

Are you familiar with the location of the Are alarm box nearest your 

home? 

Where Is it? 

Do you know how to turn in iiii alarm? 

Do you know the telephone number of the flrp departmmt? 

Name any unsafe conditions that exis^t in or about your Itome 
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